Mennonite Brethren Confession of Faith
Article 6: Mission of the Church

The Greatest Commandment

The Great Commission and the Great Commandment

Mark 12:28-34

We believe the good news of God’s salvation in Jesus Christ is
for all people. Christ commands the church to make disciples of
all nations by calling people to repent, and by baptizing and
teaching them to obey Jesus. Jesus teaches that disciples are to
love God and neighbour by telling the good news and by doing
acts of love and compassion.
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The Witness
The Holy Spirit empowers every Christian to witness to God’s
salvation. The church as a body witnesses to God’s reign in the
world. By its life as a redeemed and separated community, the
church reveals God’s saving purposes to the world.
Matthew 5:13-16; 22:34-40; 28:18-20; Mark 1:15; 12:28-34; Luke
10:25-37; 24:45-49; John 20:21-23; Acts 1:8; Romans 1:16-18; 2
Corinthians 5:18-20; Ephesians 3:10-11.

One of the teachers of the law came and heard them
debating. Noticing that Jesus had given them a good
answer, he asked him, “Of all the commandments, which
is the most important?”
“The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this:
‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 30 Love
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul
and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The
second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is
no commandment greater than these.”
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“Well said, teacher,” the man replied. “You are right in
saying that God is one and there is no other but him. 33 To
love him with all your heart, with all your understanding
and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as
yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and
sacrifices.”
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When Jesus saw that he had answered wisely, he said to
him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” And from
then on no one dared ask him any more questions.
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